The 7 Key Strategies That Work Together To Help Readers
CONSTRUCT MEANING
	Making Connections
The Bridge from the
New to the Known
	· Readers pay more attention when they relate to the text.
· Readers naturally bring their prior knowledge and experience to reading
· Readers comprehend better when they think about the connections they make between the text, their lives, and the larger world.

	Asking Questions
Propels Readers
Forward
	· This is the strategy that keeps readers engaged.
· When readers ask questions, they clarify understanding and forge ahead to make meaning.
· Asking questions is at the heart of thoughtful reading.

	Visualization
Enables Readers to
Make the Words on a
Page Real & Concrete

	· Active readers create visual images in their minds.
· The pictures they create enhance their understanding.
· Creating pictures, movies or video in your mind while reading increases your level of engagement and your attention doesn’t flag.

	Drawing Inferences
Reading Between
the Lines
	· Readers infer when they use what they know along with the authors clues found in the text to make a judgment, discern a theme, or speculate what will happen next.
· Readers make inferences using implicit and explicit clues from the author.

	Determining Important
Ideas
Distilling the Essence
of Text
	· Readers need to differentiate between key ideas and supporting details 
· Readers need to determine the main idea of nonfiction text.
· Readers need to determine and support possible themes in fiction text.

	Synthesizing
Information
The Evolution of
Thought
	· Readers need to combine new information with existing knowledge to form original ideas.
· In our information rich society readers need to be able to sift through information and to make sense of this information.

	Repairing
Understanding
“Fix-up Strategies
	· If confusion disrupts meaning, readers need to stop and clarify their understanding.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Readers need to first recognize confusion and then they must actively use a variety of “fix up” strategies to develop their understanding.




